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† APOSTLES’ LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT† 

God’s purpose for the church is to witness to his grace, forgiveness, 
compassion and justice.  We fulfill this purpose by serving and caring for 

our local and global communities. 

 

 

 

APOSTLES’ LUTHERAN CHURCH 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

GATHERING 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is a mark of baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
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P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen.    

All:  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

P:  Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for 

the gift of baptism.   

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading 

us from death to life, from tears to joy.  

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled 

waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our 

souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers.  

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.  Clothe us with 

your mercy and forgiveness.  Send us companions on our journey as we share 

your life.  Make us one, risen Christ.  Cleanse our hearts.  Shower us with 

life.  To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, 

now and forever.  Amen.  

Gathering Hymn: “The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done”  366 ELW 

 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

The strife is o’er, the battle done; 

now is the victor’s triumph won!  

Now be the song of praise begun.  

Alleluia! 

The powers of death have done 

their worst; Jesus their legions has 

dispersed.  Let shouts of holy joy 

outburst.  Alleluia! 

The three sad days have quickly 

sped, Christ rises glorious from the 

dead. 

All glory to our risen Head  

Alleluia! 

Christ closed the yawning gates of 

hell; the bars from heaven’s high 
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portals fell.  Let hymns of praise 

His triumph tell.  Alleluia! 

Lord, by the stripes which 

wounded you, from death’s sting 

free your servants too, that we may 

live and sing to you.  Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Prayer of the Day 

P: The Lord be with you.   

C: And also with you. 

P:  Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be 

your children.  Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses 

to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen.  

 

WORD 

 

First Reading:  Acts 3:12-19 

R: Word of the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 4 

4:1 Answer me when I call, O God 

of my right! You gave me 

room when I was in 

distress. Be gracious to 

me, and hear my prayer. 

4:2 How long, you people, shall 

my honor suffer shame? 

How long will you love 

vain words, and seek 

after lies?  

4:3 But know that the LORD has 

set apart the faithful for 

himself; the LORD hears 

when I call to him. 

4:4 When you are disturbed, do 

not sin; ponder it on your 

beds, and be silent.  

4:5 Offer right sacrifices and put 

your trust in the LORD. 

4:6 There are many who say, "O 

that we might see some 

good! Let the light of 

your face shine on us, O 

LORD!" 

4:7 You have put gladness in my 

heart more than when their 

grain and wine abound. 

4:8 I will both lie down and sleep 

in peace; for you alone, O 

LORD, make me lie 

down in safety. 

 

Second Reading:  1 John 3:1-7 

R:  Word of the Lord.   

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Musical Offering:  “This is My Song”  by John Perovich 

 

Gospel Acclamation:  “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” 
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John the twenty-fourth chapter. 

 

Gospel:  Luke 24:36b-48 

P:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon:   The Rev. Peter C. Edwardsen 
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Hymn of the Day:   “Alleluia!  Jesus is Risen!”  377 ELW 

 

Alleluia! Jesus is risen!  

Trumpets resounding in glorious 

light!  

Splendor, the Lamb, Heaven 

forever! Oh, what a miracle God 

has in sight!  

Jesus is risen and we shall arise: 

Give God the glory! Alleluia!  

 

Walking the way, Christ in the 

center telling the story to open our 

eyes;  

Breaking our bread, Giving us 

glory: Jesus our blessing, our 

constant surprise.  

Jesus is risen and we shall arise: 

Give God the glory! Alleluia!  

 

Jesus the vine, we are the 

branches.  

Life in the Spirit the fruit of the 

tree; Heaven to earth, Christ to the 

people, Gift of the future now 

flowing to me. 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise: 

Give God the glory! Alleluia!  

 

Weeping be gone; sorrow, be 

silent:  

Death put asunder, and Easter is 

bright. Cherubim sing: “O grave, 

be open!” Clothe us in wonder, 

adorn us in light.  

Jesus is risen and we shall arise: 

Give God the glory! Alleluia!  

 

City of God, Easter forever, 

Golden Jerusalem,  

Jesus the Lamb, River of Life, 

Saints and archangels, sing with 

creation to God the I AM!  

Jesus is risen and we shall arise: 

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

P:  With the whole church, let us confess our faith: 

 

Apostle’s Creed:        

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I 

believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 

third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 
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hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers and Concerns of the Community     

 

P:  Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 

prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.  

Praise to you, O God, for your power revealed in the resurrection!  Fill your 

church with the power of your love that is stronger than death.  Send us to tell 

the good news wherever death holds sway.   

P:  Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

P:  At this time…  (Prayers or other concerns are offered) 

 

P:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in 

your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving:  

P:  The Lord be with you.  

C: And also with you. 

 

P:  Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

Preface:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks and praise…And so, with Mary Magdalene and 

Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their 
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creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer:  

 

P:    In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this 

is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.   

 

Lord’s Prayer:  

P:  And now let us pray as our Lord Jesus has taught us.      

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion  

 

P:  The risen Christ invites us to this table.  Come, eat and be satisfied.  

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Communion Hymn:  “Lamb of God”    337ELW 

 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, but 

you have sent him from your side 

to walk upon this guilty sod and to 

become the Lamb of God. 

 

Refrain: 

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of 

God, I love the holy Lamb of God.  
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Oh, wash me in your precious 

blood, my Jesus Christ, the Lamb 

of God. 

 

Your gift of love we crucified.  

We laughed and scorned him as he 

died.  The humble king we named 

a fraud and sacrificed the Lamb of 

God. [Refrain] 

 

I was so lost, I should have died, 

but you have brought me to your 

side to be led by your staff and rod 

and to be called a lamb of God. 

[Refrain]

Table Blessing 

 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep in you in his grace now and forever.  C: Amen.  

 

Post Communion Prayer  

P:  Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.  

Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your 

love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

THE SENDING 

 

We pray for those celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries:  

 23td Bernadette Awakim 24th Phyllis Roberts 

 

Blessing 

P:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love 

the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless 

you now and forever.   C:  Amen. 

P:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen.     

C:  Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

 

P:  Go in peace.  Share the good news.  Alleluia!  

C:  Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
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Sending Hymn: “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”  815 ELW 

 

I want to walk as a child of the 

light; I want to follow Jesus.  

God set the stars to give light to 

the world; 

The star of my life is Jesus. 

 

Refrain: 

In him there is no darkness at all; 

The night and the day are both 

alike. 

 

The Lamb is the light of the city of 

God; shine in my heart, Lord 

Jesus. 

 

I want to see the brightness of 

God; I want to look at Jesus.  

Clear Sun of righteousness, shine 

on my path, and show me the way 

to the Father. 

[Refrain] 

I’m looking for the coming of 

Christ; 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience 

the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus.   

[Refrain]

 

Dismissal 

 

P:  Go in peace.  Christ is with you.   

C:  Thanks be to God!     

 


