
To my Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Apostles Lutheran Church: 

 

I hope this letter finds everyone staying safe and healthy! As as we move from Pentecost Sunday 

into the time after Pentecost (the longest season of the church year) it is no surprise that we may 

find ourselves looking to the future in many ways. For those among us who have finished an 

academic year or graduated, this means a further transition into something new, and I pray that 

this summer can be taken as a time of rest, refreshment, and renewal for each and every one of 

us. Make no mistake God is constantly working to renew and remake us anew each and every 

day. 

 

Looking towards the future faithfully, however, means that we have no choice but to look at 

where we are and the world around us today. COVID-19 is still a fact, as much as we may not 

wish it so, the brokenness of the world is still a fact, as much as we wish that the world that we 

live in mirror more the Kingdom of God rather than our own human blindness and brokenness.  

So in many ways the optimism and joy of summer is tempered with grief and loss.  We also 

grieve the murder of George Floyd and in doing so are reminded of deep injustices and 

disparities that have existed in our nation for so very, very long. Confusion, grief, anger, anxiety, 

and fear are only some of the ways in which we may respond to what we see and are exposed to 

around us. 

 

As a people of faith, however, we are not for one moment abandoned. In our grief, in our fear, in 

this time of uncertainty, God through the Holy Spirit is constantly working: in us, through us, 

with us, and sometimes despite us, to bring that kingdom of God more fully into the world each 

and every day. We have that promise shown to us on the cross that we are all loved children of 

God. That promise of Grace given to us in those waters of Baptism, where we have been named 

and claimed by God through water and God's Word active in and through that water, remains 

with us everyday.   

 

So, as a people who celebrate God’s love for all the world, it gives me great joy to announce that 

following revised health information from the governor and after prayerful consideration by 

church council, we will be gathering for brief in-person worship starting this coming Sunday, 

June 14th.  Our Sunday services for the remainder of the month will be outside, rain or shine, and 

we will be practicing social distancing and wearing masks during the service.  Services will be 

held at 9:30 and at 10:15, please bring a lawn-chair, mask, and umbrella if needed.  The worship 

liturgy will be provided online on our website and will include Holy Communion.  Join us as we 

proclaim the Good News of the risen Christ!  All our online worship opportunities will also 

continue to be available for you as we continue the process of navigating this post-COVID 

reality. 

 



Through God’s grace given freely to us, we are named, claimed, and sent into the world to love 

and serve our neighbors. In trying to follow Christ's commandment to love our neighbor we are 

called to seek reconciliation, advocate for our neighbors, and work towards peace. There are 

many ways in which we are going to live out this Christian vocation, and how we each do this 

will differ. It may take the form of walking in protest of injustice, adding our voice in advocacy, 

feeding those who are hungry, praying for our leaders and those in authority; that call to service 

will differ for each and every one of us.  

 

But we are called, brothers and sisters, to love and serve our neighbors.  So I encourage you, in 

this new season, to prayerfully consider, "Where is the Spirit calling me to be today?" So 

brothers and sisters, do not be afraid to go in peace to live, to love, and to serve the Lord!  

Thanks be to God! Amen! 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Pastor Peter Edwardsen 

June 1, 2020 

 


